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The people’s struggle for real change:  Let’s finish it!!

SADC leaders on Friday expressed 
shock that there was still politically 
motivated violence and murder in 
Zimbabwe, which led to the discussion 
on events surrounding the death of an 
MDC official, Cephas Magura in Mudzi 
last week, President Tsvangirai said.

The President was addressing thousands 
of party supporters who attended the 
burial of Magura, the MDC Ward 1 
chairperson in Mudzi North who was 
murdered by known Zanu PF officials 
at Chimukoko Business Centre on 26 
May 2012.

Magura was buried at Botso village on 
3 June 2012.

“The issue of Magura’s death came 
up for discussion and most SADC 
leaders were shocked that this was still 
happening in Zimbabwe at a time when 
some political leaders are screaming for 
elections,” said President Tsvangirai.

The SADC leaders were attending the 
Troika meeting in Luanda, Angola 
where they compelled the three 
Zimbabwean political principals to 

urgently implement all the outstanding 
issues before the holding of free and fair 
elections in Zimbabwe. 

He said he was very concerned that the 
MDC had lost many supporters as a 
result of violence perpetrated by Zanu 
PF and State security agents across the 
country since the formation of the party 
in 1999.

“Magura is a hero who died a heinous 
death at the hands of Zanu PF thugs.  
We want those fingered in the death of 
Magura to be arrested and prosecuted.  

“His death was not a natural death and 
we have had so many of them since the 
formation of the MDC in 1999.

“However, I want the people of 
Zimbabwe to remain resilient as we 
reach the end and we are about to deliver 
real change.  The darkest hour is before 
dawn,” said President Tsvangirai.

He expressed shock that despite the 
32 years of violence that the people of 
Mudzi had experienced at the hands of 
Zanu PF, there is nothing to show in 

terms of real rural development.

“There are no signs of development 
around here.  There are no clinics or 
schools although Zanu PF forces you 
to vote for them but  ignore you soon 
after you have voted for them,” said 
President Tsvangirai.

He said as the MDC leader, he would 
spearhead the formation of a fund to 
look after the orphans, widowers and 
widows of those who have died in the 
struggle for a new Zimbabwe.

“The fund will enable Magura’s 
children to continue going to school.  If 
I ignore them, I will be irresponsible.  
We will continue to assist the Magura 
family,” said President Tsvangirai.

He said personally, he had survived 
numerous attempts on his life but was 
alive because God loves his people and 
has a plan for them.

“God loved me and ensured that I would 
not die until the time comes.  Some of 
us could have died a long time ago but 
God loves us and has a plan for us. 

“ And if that plan is not achieved, the 
main actor will not die and the film will 
not end,” said President Tsvangirai.

The burial was attended by several 
senior MDC and government officials, 
MPs and councillors who included the 
MDC Secretary General, Hon. Tendai 

Biti and his deputy, Hon. Tapiwa 
Mashaka, organising secretary, 
Hon. Nelson Chamisa, the Women’s 
Assembly chairperson, Hon Theresa 
Makone and Mashonaland East 
provincial chairperson, Hon. Piniel 
Denga.

Magura’s death shocks SADC leaders

The MDC hails SADC’s position that 
Zimbabwe must proceed with the 
implementation of the outstanding 
issues in the Global Political Agreement 
and the Roadmap to free and fair 
Elections.

This flies in the face of Zanu PF’s 
crusade aimed at holding the plebiscite 
this year without the necessary reforms.

In its communiqué at the end of the 
Extraordinary Summit of SADC Heads 
of State and Government in Luanda, 
Angola on 1 June 2012, the regional bloc 
urged the parties to the GPA, assisted 
by South African President and SADC 
Facilitator Jacob Zuma, to develop an 
implementation mechanism and  set out 
time frames for the full implementation 
of the Roadmap to Elections. 

The MDC commends SADC’s refusal 
to bow down to Zanu PF’s demands for 
an election this year, with or without 
a new constitution, a sign of high 
professional integrity on the part of the 
grouping. 

Elections should be process driven 
and judging from the time it will take 
to go through all the milestones in the 
roadmap, realistic dates should be 
between July and September 2013.

In his presentation to the SADC Troika 
last week President Morgan Tsvangirai 
lambasted Zanu PF for stalling the 
progress of the constitution-making 
process.

“It is very irresponsible to call for 
elections before the completion of the 
constitution and other reforms given 
the time and resources invested into 
the process and the support given by 
SADC.

“There is a deliberate effort to 
unilaterally collapse the GPA and resort 
to an election under the old constitution.

“In this regard, any call for elections 
that is oblivious to the roadmap and 
to SADC resolutions respecting the 
same roadmap is not only a breach 
of agreements, but is dangerous and 
lays the basis for further instability in 
Zimbabwe,” said President Tsvangirai.

Zanu PF had prior to the summit sent 
envoys to SADC States canvassing for 
support to be allowed to hold elections 
under the Lancaster House Constitution. 
The ailing party failed to garner the 
support of the SADC leaders. 

The writing is on the wall for Robert 
Mugabe and his party, it is clear that 
SADC is fed up and will not tolerate 
any more of his antics and theatrics. 
His advisors have misread the SADC 
leaders and therefore, continue to 
mislead him.

The Troika’s resolutions are in tandem 
with UN Human Rights Commissioner, 
Navanethem Pillay’s statement at the 
end of her five-day official visit in 
the country on Africa Day where she 
urged that conditions for a free and fair 
election be  in place before the elections 
are held.

MDC has faith in the SADC-appointed 
facilitator and his capability to guide 
the country to a free and fair election.

Among other things, the roadmap 
stipulates that the country should 
uphold human rights, democracy and 
rule of law. The party cannot over-
emphasise this principle, more so, 
at a time Mugabe and his party have 
escalated harassment and intimidation 
of members of the MDC. 

There must be independence of the 

judiciary and electoral institutions 
as well as  equal opportunity for all 
political parties to access State media 
and the security sector should be 
apolitical.

President Tsvangirai slammed the 
tendency by senior security chiefs to 
meddle in the political affairs of the 
country.

“Let me bring to your attention the 
disturbing issue of unconstitutional and 
treasonous statements being made by 
these service chiefs to the effect that 
they will not respect the constitution 
and any election outcome which does 
not favour President Mugabe and his 
Party,” he said.

Securocrats who have publicly declared 
their support to Robert Mugabe and 
Zanu PF include Police Commissioner 
Augustine Chihuri, Major General 
Douglas Nyikayaramba, Major General 
Martin Chedondo and more recently, 
Major General Trust Mugoba. 

Several Zanu PF ministers have come 
out in the open in support of the security 
sector’s involvement in politics, among 
them Justice and Legal Affairs minister, 
Patrick Chinamasa.

The ever increasing statements by 
security forces will promote violence 
ahead of the referendum and elections 
as they are a serious threat to human 

rights as well as democracy.
Already, cases of politically-motivated 
violence are on the increase as 
Zimbabweans gear for the elections. 
On 26 May 2012, Cephas Magura, 
the MDC chairperson for Ward 1 in 
Mudzi North was murdered by Zanu PF 
hooligans.

In Harare, Zanu PF’s Chipangano 
outfit is wrecking havoc, assaulting and 
torturing MDC supporters at will. Last 
weekend, three MDC members from 
Warren Park were heavily assaulted by 
the rogue outfit led by Jim Kunaka after 
one of them was accused of wearing a 
T-shirt depicting an MDC councillor, 
Julius Musevenzi.  

In most of the cases, the police have 
not investigated the cases to bring 
the culprits to book even though 
perpetrators are identified and well-
known. 

The MDC has steadfastly maintained 
that it is ready for elections at any time 
but given the violent nature of Zanu PF, 
the People’s Party of Excellence will 
not accept an election that is not free 
and fair.

Regional and continental bodies should 
emulate SADC in its unwavering 
support of efforts aimed at bringing 
democracy and real change in 
Zimbabwe.

Roadmap time-frames needed

President Tsvangirai pays his last respects to Sekuru Magura
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June will always be remembered by 
Zimbabweans as a “month of horror”. A 
month when the masses were subjected 
to suffering by either work related 
accidents or at the hands of a heartless 
Zanu PF regime.

There are many incidents that took 
place in June that bring sad memories 
to millions of Zimbabweans. 

I will however dwell on five of these 
inhuman activities, namely thr Hwange 
Kamandama mine disaster, the Soweto 
Massacre, Operation Murambatsvina, 
2008’s June elections and xenophobia 
attacks in Soweto, South Africa.

On June 16, Zimbabwe will join the 
rest of Africa to commemorate Day 
of the African Child. This is the day 
when hundreds of black children were 
massacred by a white settler regime in 
Soweto, South Africa in 1976. 

African governments did justice to 
the innocent souls by honouring this 
day and committing themselves to 
promoting children’s rights. We in 
Zimbabwe, salute these children who 
confronted the forces of darkness and 
injustice head-on.

They did not die in vain. It is their blood 
that oiled the liberation struggle in 
South Africa. The same blood and spirit 
that today and forever will in inspire 
young generations of this continent and 
beyond.

But as Zimbabwe celebrates this 
day; we have to measure the moral 
commitment of our government in 
upholding the rights of children. We 
take stock of our performance and see 
nothing but abuse of children directly or 
indirectly. It is not an impressive history. 
The Zimbabwean political leadership 
especially those in Zanu PF just like 
in other African countries, want to use 
this day for political grandstanding and 
public posturing while our young ones 
languish in abject poverty.

For Africa, Zimbabwe included, 
children’s rights are still a pipe 
dream. They are better talked about 
than practised. As long as we remain 
entrenched in the culture of violence 
and hate language as a nation, we can 
not have the future we preach. 

A nation like ours that has failed to instil 
moral values in children but continue to 
pretend all is well will see the results of 
its omissions and commissions in future 
generations. 

It is a fact that many young people have 
become victims of the present status 
where the elite and powerful abuse the 
poor and weak. 

The have-nots are failing to access 
basics while the rich and affluent 
continue with their abusive and greedy 
ways. If children of the common 
man cannot afford education, health 
care, decent meals and are forced to 
participate in programmes that will not 
benefit them in the future, then there are 
no rights to talk about.

June 16 aside; On June 6 in 1972, 427 
lives were lost in a mine disaster at 
Hwange’s Kamandama mine. These 
were bread winners of families whose 
lives have never been the same again. 
Zimbabwe remembers this horror and 
honours the victims.

In 2005, Zimbabwe became the world’s 
newsmaker when Zanu PF descended 
on the homes of peace loving citizens. 
They looted property and destroyed 
the people’s dwellings forcing them to 

live in the cold. According to Zanu PF, 
these people were dirt (tsvina) and were 
supposed to be flushed out.

This was an operation launched by 
a party that purports to represent the 
people. It was spearheaded by Ignatius 
Chombo and Sekesai Makwavarara 
with the aid of the police and army. 
Although the operation started in May, 
it reached its peak in June.

It was the worst assault on people’s 
property and civil rights by a regime 
that was fighting for political survival 
as close to a million people were left 
homeless. It was an act of madness by 
a government that was carrying out its 
mad and inhuman policies.

As millions were living in the cold, 
Makwavarara and Chombo were in the 
comfort of state and council mansions. 

The source of income for many families 
was destroyed and children of school 
going age dropped out as Zanu PF 
claimed to be people-centred. 

Despite the satanic act by Zanu PF, 
Chombo the architect of Murambatsvina 
is still a minister while the affected are 
living in squalid conditions. They can 
neither forget nor forgive but wait for 
judgement day.

Horror struck the nation again in 
2008 after the harmonised election on 
29 March when Robert Mugabe and 
his Zanu PF lost heavily to Morgan 
Tsvangirai. 

The people of Zimbabwe spoke but 
there was no one to listen as a defiant and 
arrogant Mugabe refused to handover 
power. He instead declared war on the 
very people. It was not Uhuru as many 
had expected.

The whole world stood by as Mugabe’s 
madness got the better of him just as it 
did during the Gukurahundi era of the 
early 80s.

This was the Mugabe who fought a 
protracted war with the white settler 
regime to attain independence and 
democracy, who was turning the gun 
on his kith and kin. Mugabe can not  
imagine leaving State House, not even 
in the name of peace and democracy.

Zimbabwe was turned into a war zone 
as Mugabe unleashed his dogs of war 
on the peace-loving citizens. They 
raped, maimed, killed and looted in the 
name of Zanu PF, patriotism and for 
Mugabe to remain in power. 

Armed with weird slogans (VaMugabe 
chete and Win or War; WW) Zanu PF 
with the assistance of  State security 
agents had a field day attacking real 

and perceived MDC supporters. This is 
a type of madness that reflects the true 
image of Zanu PF.

The consummation of GPA failed to 
bring relief to the people of Zimbabwe 
as violence erupted in South Africa in 
2009. 

Many Zimbabweans in that country 
were targeted by their South African 
counterparts. Property worth millions 
of dollars and lives were lost. Freedom 
at home and abroad was something 
much talked about but never existed to 
ordinary Zimbabweans.

No passage of time will heal these 
wounds as Zimbabweans will forever 
remember the month of June and its 
litany of horrors.

June- Zimbabwe will forever remember
By Nhamo Moyo

Lest We forget... 
After an MDC election victory 
on 29 March 2008, Zanu PF and 
its functionaries at the Zimbabwe 
Election Commission led by 
Tobaiwa Mudede, witheld results 
for six weeks - doctoring the figures 
to deny the MDC victory and forge 
a run off to determine a winner.

It is at this time, that Zanu PF, 
shaken by these results, used state 
institutions to mete out an orgy of 
violence on the innocent people of 
Zimbabwe.

The Mashonaland areas were 
mostly hard hit since these areas 
were thought to be predominantly 
Zanu PF strongholds.

But, in 2008, the winds of change 
had swept through each province in 
this country, and the people said NO 
to Zanu PF dictatorship, corruption, 
abuse of office, human rights 
violations and  sheer incompetence.

This June, The Real Change Times 
salutes the dedicated people who 
lost all they had, including their 
lives to keep the dream of a new 
Zimbabwe and a new beginning 
alive as a new political dispensation 
was created.

The list is not exhaustive as some 
people went missing while others 
were not reported during the 
tumultus time.

We begin on 12 April 2008

1). Tapiwa Mubwanda (57) of 
Hurungwe was stabbed to death by 
Zanu PF supporters.he died leaving 
behind a wife and three children. 
Jawet Kazangarare and Private 
Peter Madamombe were identified 
as the murderers

15 April 2008

2). Murunde Tembo of Mudzi was 
attacked by Zanu PF supporters at 
his home in Vombofi village. They 
broke his legs and he died on his 
way to hospital.

17 April 2008
3). Tatenda Chibika died after Zanu 
PF supporter; Richard Makoni shot 

him at Chibeta Business Centre in 
Mutoko.

4). Moses Bashitwayo of Wedza died 
after being heavily assaulted by Zanu 
PF supporters.

5). Zanu PF activists being led by 
Bvuka Chimbanzwa assaulted Solomon 
Bote of ward 22 in Musikavanhu in 
Makoni South to death.

6). Brighton Mabwera jnr, five years 
old, from Manyika Viilage, Uzumba 
was burnt to death after the house he 
was sleeping in was set ablaze by Zanu 
PF activists in the middle of the night. 
His parents are strong supporters of the 
MDC.

24 April 2008

7). Zvidzai Mapurisa was murdered 
by suspected Zanu PF thugs who 
descended at his homestead in Village 
21 in Gunikuni area in Masvingo South 
at around 1am. They are alleged to 
have taken him away and assaulted 
him severely with sticks and sjamboks, 
accusing him of mobilizing people to 
vote against Zanu PF.

25 April 2008

8). Tabitha Marume of Makoni West 
in Manicaland was shot and killed by 
soldiers at Chiwetu Rest Camp.

9). Zanu PF militia in Mbire , 
Mashonaland Central Province beat 
Tenos Manyimo to death.

10). Bigboy Zhuwawo of Mbire in 
Mashonaland Central died when Zanu 
PF militia attacked him for being an 
MDC supporter.

11). Zanu PF supporters beat Chrispen 
Chiutsi of Muzarabani in Mashonaland 
Central.

28 April 2008

12). In Poshayi Village, Shurugwi, 
Midlands province, Clemence Dube 
was murdered by Zanu PF supporters.
He was the MDC polling agent for 
Ward 12 polling station during the 29 
March elections. Dube is survived by a 
wife and two young children.

27 April 2008

13). In Kotwa, Mudzi, Gilbert Nyagupe, 
a well known activist from Nyagupe 
village was axed to death by Zanu PF 
youth militia and one of the assailants 
was identified as Jessie Nhau.

29 April

14). Catherine Makwenjere of Mwenezi 
died at Morgenster Hospital in 
Masvingo after Zanu PF supporters had 
assaulted her for voting and supporting 
the MDC.

5 May 2008

Zanu PF supporters and men in army 
uniform led by Major Cairo Mhandu 
and Major Maravadza in Chiweshe 
communal lands in Mashonaland 
Central province beat the following 
to death 15). Tapiwa Meda 16). 
Joseph Madzuramhende 17). Alex 
Chiriseri 18). David Tachiwa 
Mapuranga 19). Arthur Matombo 20). 
Patson Mudzuramhende 21). Jeff 
Jemedze.

8 May 2008

22). Nelson Emmanuel of Harare South 
died at the Avenues Clinic after he had 
been assaulted by Zanu PF youths on 
the 4th of May 2008.

23). Tonderai Zireni (3 years old) was 
burnt to death after Zanu PF youths set 
alight the house he was sleeping in in 
Zimunya, Mutare.

24). Isaac Danda of Gokwe Nembudziya 
was stabbed to death by Zanu PF youths 
who were being led by Major Moyo.

10 May 2008

25). Musafare Mudimu of Manyika 
village in Uzumba was assaulted to 
death by Zanu PF youths.

26).Karombe Benson Chipungu 
of Manyika village in Uzumba, 
Mashonaland East was beaten to death 
by Zanu PF youths for being an MDC 
member.

27). R Gomwe, 75, was struck by 
an axe leading to his death in Gokwe 
Nembudziya by Zanu PF youths led by 

Major Moyo. It is also alleged that 
the youths also looted his property 
and burnt his house.

28). Ruth Mushayahembe of 
Chimbwanda village in Uzumba 
was assaulted to death by Zanu PF 
youths.

29). Elias Madzivanzira a headman 
in ward 8 in Shamva North, 
Mashonaland Central was killed 
using an axe by war vets known as 
Muroyiwa and Joshua of Bata farm.

11 May 2008

30). Sam Kahari, from Chidembo 
village in Shamva North was dragged 
out of bed at his home while asleep 
by Zanu PF youths and purported 
war veterans who then assaulted him 
leading to his death that same night.

31). Remember Kayembe, 23, of 
Mazowe was abducted by Zanu 
PF supporters who poisoned him 
leading to his death.

13 May 2008

Zanu PF supporters murdered four 
MDC supporters at Chaparira village 
in Mt Darwin East. They are; 32). 
Abiya Nyakudya who was the 
headman for the area, 33). Bright 
Mafuriro, 34). Fischer Chirese and 
35). Sairiro Kamufuto and 36). 
Chaparira also a headman.

14 May 2008

37). Beta Chokururama, a member of 
the MDC National Youth Assembly 
was found dead in Chikwaka village, 
Mashonaland East. State security 
agents had abducted him on Tuesday 
13 May at Juru Growth Point.

14 May 2008

38). Ken Nyevhe was found dead 
in Goromonzi district after he had 

The aftermath of the bloody June 2008 presidential run off

The late Joshua Bakacheza The late Tapiwa Mubwanda The late Lawyer Jakara The late Beta Chokururama

To page 3
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Three years into the Inclusive 
Government, Minister of Transport and 
Infrastructure Development, Nicholas 
Goche (voted 2011 Zimbabwe’s Worst 
Minister of the Year by the Daily News) 
has very little to show Zimbabweans 
why he is one of their ministers. 

If anything, Goche has become 
synonymous with the dismal failure of 
parastatals under his ministry. 

Since the formation of the Government 
of National Unity in February 2009, 
the Zimbabwe economy has shown 
remarkable resilience and recovery. 

Despite this remarkable recovery, 
the transport sector remains in a 
complete shambles under a Ministry 
fully controlled and managed by Zanu 
PF. The failure of Zanu PF is amply 
demonstrated by the following facts.

•  Air Zimbabwe had the best safety 
record of any airline in the world 
and was a recognized flag bearer 
for Zimbabwe in all areas where 
they operated. The parastatal is 
now bankrupt, being liquidated 
and is unable even to operate at 
a low level inside the country. 
Strikes caused by employees’ 
failure to get salaries for months 
are now a common phenomenon. 

• The Civil Aviation Authority of 
Zimbabwe (CAAZ) which is 
known for corruptly awarding a 
contract to build the new airport 
terminal in Harare, has failed 

to complete construction of the 
Victoria Falls, Buffalo Range and 
Joshua Nkomo Airport despite 
being allocated funds by the 
Ministry of Finance.

• Zimbabwe once had the best road 
network in Africa after South 
Africa with 25 000 kilometres 
of main trunk roads and 35 000 
kilometres of rural trunk roads 
and 45 000 kilometres of feeder 
roads in rural areas. Now, all major 
roads are in need of upgrading 
as they are well beyond their 
lifespan. All secondary roads are 
seriously potholed and in many 
cases impassable. Damage from 
Cyclone Eline has not yet been 
given attention and most rural 
roads can no longer carry traffic. 

• Another Transport and 
Infrastructure development 
entity, the Zimbabwe National 
Roads Authority (ZINARA) has 
shamelessly constructed sub-
standard toll-gates across the 
country’s major highways, which 
toll-gates are inferior to those 
built by South Africa decades 
ago. ZINARA has been failing 
to dualise the country’s major 
roads despite collecting revenue 
from toll-gates for five years. 
In actual fact, the organization 
has reportedly been abusing the 
revenue.   

A typical case of Goche’s ruinous reign, 
the National Railways of Zimbabwe 
(NRZ) which once employed 30 000 

people and moved over 2 million 
tonnes of cargo a month as well as 
millions of passengers in comparative 
comfort around Zimbabwe now cannot 
move even 1,7 million tonnes of cargo 
and a few thousand passengers in near 
derelict wagons in a year. Employment 
levels have collapsed to 9 500 and the 
transporter, just like Air Zimbabwe, 
cannot even pay salaries to its workers. 

Workers’ salaries have taken more 
than two months to be paid and those 
retired receive pension payout as low as 
US$20, 00 per month. NRZ’s efficiency 
levels are very low and a cause for 
national concern. 

In a study on the challenges of 
downsizing the NRZ carried out in 
2012, one scholar noted,

“Most of these parastatals lack 
managers who are appointed on merit.” 

NRZ employed 17 500 people in 1992, 
having slashed the numbers from 22 
500 in 1986 and was moving 14.9 
millions of tonnes of traffic per year 
instead of the targeted 16.7million tones 
per annum. 

Poor performance, high staff turn-
over, derailments, low investment in 
the sector, political meddling, working  
capital shortages and the role of the 
Government, merits  and demerits of 
downsising  constitute some of the host 
of challenges bedeviling the NRZ. 

Nicholas Goche an epitome of failure
All these obstacles lead to the current 
poor state of the Railways and its 
consistent dismal failure to deliver 
quality goods and services.       

The parastatal has been militarized 
by the Government through the 
appointment of both active and retired 
military personnel as senior managers.

“The intention is to expedite the change 
process at the parastatal at a military 
pace with military compliance”. 
Mushowe (2010:02).

This created serious conflicts between 
the civilian working population and the 
civilian management on one hand and 
the military outfits on the other. 

The scholar also noted:

“Further to militarizing NRZ, the 
government in 2009 ordered the quasi-
government institution to recruit more 
than 2 000 personnel comprising war 
veterans, youth militia graduates from 
Border Gezi Training Camps around 
the country, serving army technicians, 
soldiers, Zimbabwe Air Force high 
command personnel at the rank of 
lieutenants, colonels, brigadiers, 
sergeants, wing  commanders  just to 
mention a few.” 

Central Intelligence Officers were also 
brought in under different assignments. 
In addition to the militarisation 
problem, there is a tug of war as to 
who gets relieved of their duties to 

cut down costs at the parastatal. Is it 
the uniformed or the civilian Railways 
worker? (Mutakura 2010:03)   

The writing is on the wall for all to 
see, that all State agencies controlled 
by the Ministry of Transport and 
Infrastructural Development are known 
to be corrupt, one way or the other and 
making decisions on a partisan basis 
that does not serve the best interests of 
the country. Our experience since 2009, 
when Goche took over, shows that far 
from learning from the mistakes of the 
past, Zanu PF continues to mismanage 
the affairs of the State that remain under 
their control. 

Everything that Zanu PF lays its hands 
on, malfunctions.   

been abducted at Juru Growth point 
on Tuesday 13 May. His body had 
gunshot and stab wounds.

39). Godfrey Kauzani was found 
dead with gunshot and stab wounds 
after he had been abducted at Juru 
Growth Point on Tuesday 13 May.

17 May 2008

40). Edson Zaya, the MDC treasurer 
for Ward 9 in Shamva North was 
murdered by Zanu PF supporters in 
broad daylight at Chidembo business 
centre.

18 May 2008

41). Choukuse Nyoka Mubango, the 
MDC Ward 27 chairman in Buhera 
West, Manicaland was axed to death 
by Zanu PF supporters at his home 
in full view of his wife and five 
children. A truck used by Zanu PF’s 
losing MP, Joseph Chinotimba was 
used in the attack.

21 May 2008

42). The body of Tonderai Ndira, 32, 
MDC;s national secretary for security 
was discovered in a mortuary at 
Parirenyatwa Hospital. State security 
agents abducted Ndira on 13 May at 
his Mabvuku home. His body was in 
a decomposing state and his private 
parts were missing. Indications 
show that Ndira was murdered in 
Goromonzi.  

43). Tafirenyika Kapfudza, a 
headman for Sanzu village in 
Uzumba was murdered by Zanu PF 
militia Douglas Mutesa and Costan 
Musariri.

44). Zanu PF militia in Mutawatawa 
beat Rosemary Maramba, who was 
six months pregnant, to death. Her 
body was found dumped at Nhakiwa 
village.

23 May 2008

45). Manyuke Nyamukada, 40, of 
Manyika village in Uzumba passed 
on at Michael Gelfand hospital in 
Harare after he had been brutally 
assaulted by Zanu PF supporters two 
weeks earlier. His homestead was 
razed to the ground and property and 
livestock looted.

24 May 2008

46). The body of Shepherd Jani, 
the MDC provincial treasurer for 

Mashonaland East was discovered in 
Goromonzi. He had been kidnapped at 
gunpoint at the MDC Murehwa district 
office on 22 May 2008.

47). Taurai Matanda was shot dead 
by a ZNA major, Svosve Mupindu at 
Murambinda in Buhera, Manicaland. 
On that day, the soldiers had gone on a 
rampage beating people.

27 May 2008

48). Kidwell Zvavamwe, 35, of Ward 
28, Shamva South died after being 
assaulted by Zanu PF thugs at his home 
a week earlier. Zvavamwe was assaulted 
in front of his wife, Lucia Mukaru 
and three children and sustained life-
threatening injuries.

3 June 2008

49). Washington Nyamwa, 
50). Chrison Mbano, and 
51). Edson Ngwerume, were on 
Tuesday 3 June 2008 killed after Zanu 
PF supporters in a truck came to MDC 
offices at Jerere growth point and 
torched the offices. 

5 June 2008

52). Zanu PF supporters locked Dadirai 
Chipiro, 45, of Chikowero village, 
Mhondoro Ngezi, into her hut before 
they set it alight. Before this brutal 
act, the thugs had slashed off both 
Chipiro’s legs and hands. Chipiro was 
the MDC district chairperson. A vehicle 
belonging to Bright Matonga, the MP of 
Mhondoro Ngezi was used in the attack.

5 June 2008

53). Six year-old, Nyasha Mashoko, was 
burnt in his parents’ home at Zengeza 
Waterworks, Harare South by a group 
of Zanu PF supporters at around 8 pm. 
His mother, Pamela Pasvanai, sustained 
88 percent burns following the arson 
and was admitted at Harare Hospital. 
Mashoko’s father, Brian Mamhove, was 
the MDC council candidate for Ward 1, 
Harare South. Nyasha was a Grade one 
pupil at Zengeza Main Primary.

6 June 2008

54). Pamela Pasvanai, 21, died after 
she sustained serious burns following 
an attack at her home by Zanu PF 
supporters. Pasvani was eight months 
pregnant. She and her son Nyasha 
Mashoko were locked inside their 
Zengeza Waterworks house by the 
Zanu PF thugs. Pasvanai’s husband, 
Brian Mamhove, was the MDC council 

candidate for Ward 1, Harare South.
8 June 2008

55). Sofia Chingozho, 65, died in 
hospital after she had been assaulted 
by Zanu PF supporters at a funeral in 
Buhera North.

9 June 2008

56). Dumisani Hapazari, Chiredzi 
Zesa area manager was found dead 
in Chikombedzi after two CIO 
operatives had abducted him from his 
workplace.

11 June 2008

57). Mabika Mudzinga and 58). 
Leonard Mhete of Chigumisirwa 
village in Bikita East, Masvingo were 
murdered by Zanu PF hooligans as 
they tried to defend attacks from this 
group and their homesteads.

59). Tiziro Moyo, a teacher, 60). 
Stanford Mapuranga, and 61). Mirai 
Zvidzai from Maranda in Mwenezi 
were murdered by a group of Zanu PF 
supporters during the night.

62). Chengerai Kahari, of Chireka 
village, Bindura South is shot dead 
at 7. pm by armed Zanu PF militia 
who had mistakenly taken him for his 
brother who is an MDC councillor in 
the area.

63). Jakara Lawyer: Zanu PF thugs in 
Mudzi West fatally assaulted him in 
June 2008.

12 June 2008

64). Rodrick Mukova, of Chimbudzi 
village in Mwenezi died from injuries 
he sustained following an attack from 
Zanu PF thugs.

13 June 2008

65). Kennias Artwell Bvekerwa, of 
Ward 7 in Chipinge, Manicaland 
province was severely attacked by 
Zanu PF militia led by one Chikumba 
leading to his death at Mapfumise 
Secondary School in the Clearwater 
area.

25 June 2008

66). Bakacheza Joshua, an MDC 
driver was abducted by State security 
agents in Msasa, Harare on 25 June 
2008.  His decomposing body was 
found on 5 July 2008 in Beatrice.

The aftermath of the bloody June 2008 presidential run off

For the second day running heavily 
armed riot police details have bulldozed 
their way into the High Court and are 
illegally denying entrance to hundreds 
of MDC members and relatives who 
want to attend the trial of the 29 MDC 
activists who are facing false murder 
and public violence charges.

The trial started on Monday with the 
riot police firing teargas outside the 
High Court at the MDC members and 
relatives who were entering the court 
for the hearing.

Since Monday, armed riot police 
officers have been blocking people from 
entering Court A at the High Court.

Even attempts by the defence lawyers 
to intervene saying the police moves 
were illegal as the trial was taking place 
in an open court have failed.

The accused have been in remand 
prison for over a year since their arrests 
last year in May on false charges of 
murdering a police officer in Glen 
View, Harare.

Meanwhile, at the start of the trial 
yesterday, the police were accused by 
the defence lawyers of not carrying 
proper investigations in arresting the 29 
members.

The trial is before Justice Chinembiri 
Bhunu.  All the 29 pleaded not guilty.

The defence lawyers said the actual 
perpetrators of the murder continued to 
walk freely as the police were unwilling 
to carry out proper investigations and 
instead opted to arrest MDC members 
on their profile list.

They told the packed court room that on 
the arrest of the accused most of them 
were seriously assaulted by the police 
at the condemned Matapi Police Station 
in Mbare.

Tungamirai Madzokere the councillor 
for Ward 32 in Glen View had his left 
arm broken and was denied access to 
his lawyers and relatives while Yvonne 
Musarurwa was seriously assaulted 
resulting in her body getting swollen 
that prison wardens had to pour water 
on her in order remove her clothes.  

Musarurwa is still waiting for the results 
of an x-ray taken on her at Chikurubi 
Maximum Hospital last year.

Stanford Mangwiro had to of his two 
front teeth removed following a brutal 
attack in police custody.

The lawyers said the arrests on the 29 
were baseless and a travesty to justice.  
They said the victims were convenient 
to arrest as they were known MDC 
members, employees at national, 
provincial or district levels and police 
were unwilling to carry out thorough 
investigations.  

During yesterday’s trial the State said it 
would call 20 witnesses mostly police 
officers to testify against the MDC 
members.

On the second alternative charge of 
public violence the accused said in their 
defence outlines that the charge was 
“confusing, meaningless and repetitive” 
which was only placed before them on 
their indictment in February.

Armed police takeover High Court
...as the trial of 29 MDC members kicks-off 

Some of the 29 MDC members in remand

From page 2
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As MDC was burying Cephas Magura, 
a victim of Zanu PF violence in Mudzi 
yesterday, three MDC members were 
being severely assaulted and tortured by 
Chipangano in Mbare, Harare resulting 
in them sustaining multiple injuries and 
losing personal property.

Bigboy Tadzimirwa (43), Taona 
Murova (48) and Joseph Nhemura (46) 
suffered bruises all over their bodies 
from the beating. They were treated at 
a local clinic and discharged. 

The three had accompanied Murova’s 
mother who was going to Madziva to 
Mbare, when they were approached by 
the thugs.

“It all began when I was seen wearing 
a T-shirt inscribed ‘Councillor 
Musevenzi’ by a group of around 15 
Zanu PF militia. We were then told 
that Mbare is a no-go area for MDC 
supporters before being taken to the 
Zanu PF Mbare offices where about 50 
other Chipangano members including 
Jim Kunaka were gathered” explained 
Tadzimirwa.

Councillor Julius Musevenzi is an 
MDC representative for Warren Park 
Ward 15.

At the offices, Tadzimirwa and Nhemura 
had their mobile phones stolen before 
the three were assaulted by the thugs 
using planks. In the process, one of 
Murova’s two phones which were in his 
trouser’s pocket was reduced to rubble 
and the other had its screen shattered. 
Murova, whose hand is swollen as a 
result of the assault said:

“Those people act like animals. At one 
point I thought they were going to kill 
us. During the assault, they poured cold 

water over us and forced to roll over 
on the floor. The thugs used all sorts of 
torture including covering us with metal 
sheets and walking on top of us. After 
the ordeal which lasted almost an hour, 
the group disappeared from the scene.”

MDC condemns the continued 
harassment of its supporters by Zanu 
PF in disregard of the people’s right to 
freedom of association.

The matter was reported at Mbare 
Police Station under RRB No. 1440000 
and the police took almost four hours to 
attend to the victims.

Tadzimirwa is the MDC vice secretary 
for Warren Park Ward 15 while Murova 
is the chairperson for Kwayedza Branch 
in the same suburb. Nhemura is an 
ordinary member.

The assault of the activists comes hard 
on the heels of the murder of MDC 
Ward 1 chairperson in Mudzi North by 
Zanu PF supporters on 26 May 2012. 

A few days ago, Zanu PF tried to 
distance itself from the rogue outfit 
led by Kunaka describing it as an 
association of hooligans.

Zanu PF hoodlums 
on the rampage again

Mt Darwin - The MDC Mashonaland 
Central provincial leadership has 
launched a programme code-named 
“Zvakwana”, which is aimed at 
strengthening the Party at grassroots 
level. 

The programme was launched at a 
rally held at Nyakatondo Village in 
Mt Darwin North on Saturday despite 
intimidation by Zanu PF supporters in 
the area.

Addressing a well-attended rally, 
Provincial chairman, Mr Godfrey 
Chimombe reiterated the Party position 
on elections.

“Our position as a party is that no 
elections without a clear road map that 
will lead to a free and fair election.

 “The time has come for us to say 

enough is enough. We have had enough 
of violence and intimidation, we can 
longer be stretched any further,” he 
said.   

Before the meeting, Zanu PF supporters 
led by Laycourt  Kamhanje had gone 
around the villages warning would 
be attendees that violence would visit 
them.

The case was reported to Mukumbura 
police station. 

This is one of the many rallies the 
Party’s provincial leadership is going 
to hold throughout the province. The 
rallies act as platforms for reporting 
back to the grassroots level on matters 
pertaining to the constitution making 
process, political violence, electoral 
reforms, election preparedness and 
other important Party issues.

Programme ‘Zvakwana’ launched in Mt Darwin

Zanu PF has been accused of stalling 
the Essar deal in Redcliff and other 
vital operations by throwing spanners 
to achievements made by the inclusive 
government since its formation in 2009, 
Hon. Lucia Matibenga, the Minister 
of Public Service and MDC National 
Secretary for Welfare has said.

Hon. Matibenga said this while 
addressing party supporters at an MDC 
rally in Mbizo 4, Kwekwe on Sunday.

“Because of Zanu PF’s wayward 
behaviour, Zimbabwe’s economy has 
a long way to go despite the gains 
achieved by the dollarisation of the 
economy since February 2009,” said 
Hon. Matibenga.

“The Essar deal is one of the 
achievements of the inclusive 
government, which has been stalled by 

Zanu PF who are throwing spanners to 
stop industries from operating at full 
capacity,” she said.

She said that the challenges of 
democracy in Zimbabwe were political 
violence, an unstable economy; the 
government’s failure to pay civil 
servants and electoral conflicts.

“The challenges are a reflection of the 
problems a country can face when it is 
in a transition to democracy,” she said.

Hon. Matibenga said revenue from 
diamonds was not finding its way to 
the Treasury and this has crippled 
development in the country.

“The people of Zimbabwe should 
benefit from their natural resources but 
they are being looted and exploited by 
Robert Mugabe and Obert Mpofu,” she 
said while condemning the Zanu PF 
leadership for abusing the country’s 
resources to line up their pockets for 
personal gains without taking the nation 
at heart.

Mkoba MP, Hon. Amos Chibaya said 
the constitution-making process is now 
at the first drafting stage, a stage that 
clarified  what people of Zimbabwe said 
during the outreach programme.

“If the new Constitution is accepted at 
the referendum we will go for elections 
and as a party we are ready for them as 

they will bring real change and a new 
Zimbabwe to the people of Zimbabwe,” 
said Hon. Chibaya.

“We need an election that is legitimate 
and acceptable to the people of 
Zimbabwe, SADC, AU and the 
international community and that is why 
the MDC is pushing for ward-based 
voting unlike polling station-based 
an idea which Zanu PF desires but is 
marred by intimidations and threats to 
the electorate,” said Hon. Chibaya.

Promise Mkwananzi, the MDC Youth 
Assembly Secretary General castigated 
the Zanu PF indigenisation programme 
saying it will only benefit the elite while 
sideling the majority of the suffering 
Zimbabweans.

“The funds which are channelled for 
youth upliftment programmes are 
distributed along party lines yet the 
funds should benefit youths regardless 
of their political affiliation.  As a result 
the MDC does not support looting 
under the guise of indigenisation,” said 
Mkwananzi.

Hon. Settlement Chikwinya, the Mbizo 
MP said Zimbabwe has a lot to learn 
from the just ended election in Lesotho 
and took a swipe at power hungry 
dictators who were against the transfer 
of power or refused to accept defeat 
after a free and fair election.

Zanu PF stalls progress – Matibenga

Zaka - The MDC will not be intimidated 
by the Zanu PF political rhetoric on 
elections, Party leaders said at the 
weekend.

MDC provincial chairman, Wilstaff 
Sitemere told 500 party supporters at 
Ndanga Business Centre in Ward 3, 
Zaka North Constituency that they 
should not lose sleep over threats 
by ageing Zanu PF leader, Robert 
Mugabe that elections would be held 
before constitutional reforms. He said 

the MDC family should not waste its 
energies fighting each other.

“We must not lose focus and direction 
and we must bear in mind the fact that 
Zanu PF is full of tired politicians who 
are past their prime. They are using 
traditional leaders to propagate the 
message of elections. 

We should not be bothered by Mugabe`s 
threats on elections because elections 
will come after constitutional reforms. 
I therefore, wish to remind you that 
we are on the verge of winning power 
because we are dealing with political 
excess baggage in the form of Zanu PF, 
“said Sitemere.

Provincial secretary, Hon. Tongai 
Matutu said the MDC would not be 
force-marched to the polls by Zanu PF 
before the full implementation of the 
GPA.

“The most critical factor in the GPA is on 
constitutional reforms and it is clearly 
stipulated that elections will be held 

after the completion of constitutional 
reforms so we should not worry 
about Mugabe `s cheap rhetoric on 
elections. We have reached a point 
of no return and let us remember 
that Mugabe was humiliated at 
the recent Sadc meeting in Angola 
where he tried to smuggle his agenda 
on elections into the meeting. The 
old man was undressed in Angola - 
a body blow to his claims that polls 
will be held before the referendum, 
“said Hon. Matutu.

He added: “Let us maintain discipline 
and integrity in the Party. We have to 
groom intellectuals within the party 
because such think tanks will help us 
to win the mind game against Zanu 
PF. Our party should not be full of 
noise-makers only. We also require 
intellectually sharp minds. If you 
want to be a good leader even at 
grassroots level, you
must be principled.”

Speaking at the same rally MDC 
provincial secretary for information 
and publicity, Honourable Harrison 
Mudzuri said Zanu PF politicians 
were also fed up with Mugabe and 
added the former ruling party was 
crumbling with each passing day.

“We are almost there because we 
have already won the elections. 
Zanu PF supporters are fed up with 
Mugabe. The octogenarian leader is 
now a political liability among his 
supporters. There is nothing good 
from Zanu PF because there is a lot 
of bickering. The party is loaded 
with crooks, murderers and thieves. 
On the other hand, the MDC stands 
for food, jobs, peace and prosperity, 
“said Hon. Mudzuri.

Local legislator Hon. Earnest 
Mudavanhu, provincial youth 
chairman, Hon. Oliver Chirume 
and Women`s Assembly national 
representative, Mrs. Gertrude 
Dhobha also addressed party 
supporters at the rally.

Provincial vice chairman Hon. 
Ransome Makamure, provincial 
vice secretary Hon. Heya Shoko 
and provincial chairlady Judith 
Muzhavazhi were among senior 
Party officials who attended the rally.

Mugabe’s cheap rhetoric dispelled

Four of the 12 MDC members who 
were arrested in January this year on 
flimsy charges of public violence and 
assaulting police officers in central 
Harare were on Friday acquitted 
at the Harare Magistrates’ Courts. 
 
The 12 were arrested when armed riot 
police stormed Harvest House, the 
MDC headquarters and arrested them.  
Party regalia including DVDs and music 
CDs were looted during the process 
from the party’s “Shop of Excellence”. 
 
Those acquitted last week are; 
Leonard Dendera, Patson Murimoga, 
Paul Majarira and Jefias Moyo. 
 
Those still standing trial are; Barnabas 
Mwanaka, Taurai Nherera, Simbarashe 
Makaha, Muchineripi Muzengeza, 
Murambiwa Dzwenge and Kudakwashe 
Usai and a ruling will be made on 21 June.    
On their arrests in January, the 12 were 

seriously assaulted by the police while 
in custody at the Harare Central Police 
Station leading to the hospitalisation of 
Mwanaka after the police broke his arm 
and leg.

4 MDC activists acquitted of public violence

Hon Lucia Matibenga

Mr Wilstaf Sitemere

Banarbas Mwanaka

The back of one of the assaulted


